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MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

May 20, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Colin Quinn called the virtual meeting to order at 4:00 pm on May 20, 2020. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

E-board Members:  
 

Colin Quinn, Chairperson 
Sandy Marlin, Member 
Jim Kirschvink, Member 
Frosty Merriott, Member 
Pat Hunter, Alternate 
 

Town Staff Present: 
 

Mark O’Meara, Staff Liaison 
Heather Henry, Board of Trustees Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 
 
 

Guests: Alyssa Rydell, Evergreen Zero Waste 
Phi Filerman, CORE Representative 
Tamara Haynes-Norton, Guest 
Summer Scott, Guest 
 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Sandy moved to approve E-board meeting minutes from 
February 2020.  Colin seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA    
Colin informed the EBoard members that Oni Butterfly is moving to Durango, and is 
resigning from the Board. 
 
Summer Scott mentioned that his group has been concerned about 5G science 
denial.  He is interested in having further discussions that highlight the pros and 
cons of 5G.  Colin replied that KC Nau had presented a brief overview of the 
negative aspects of 5G on human physiology at the last meeting.  He agreed that it 
is a topic worth spending more time on in future meetings. 
. 
CORE UPDATES 
Phi Filerman updated the EBoard on current CORE activities.  On the regional 
level, in partnership with CLEER and Walking Mountains Science Center, CORE 
on a was awarded a DOLA grant earlier this year. Specifically she talked about one 
component, helping municipalities to apply for a “SolSmart” designation.  A 
SolSmart designation sends a signal to solar companies that a community is “open 
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for solar business.” It provides official recognition that a community has worked to 
remove obstacles to solar energy development, helping attract economic 
development and new jobs.  Local governments achieve designation by meeting 
objective criteria to show they have removed obstacles to solar energy growth. This 
includes evaluating local processes for permitting, planning and zoning, and market 
development and finance. SolSmart also recognizes communities for other 
activities such as outreach and their work to improve resilience.  Communities that 
achieve designation are recognized as SolSmart Gold, Silver, or Bronze.  CORE’s 
goal is to achieve a SolSmart designation for 10 communities in their service area.  
Carbondale already has it’s SolSmart designation. 
 
Holy Cross is starting a pilot program for residential battery storage.  They are 
exploring whether residential storage can be accessed as back-up power in case of 
an emergency. 
 
CORE is working on an OpEd to make the argument that a community’s climate 
action plan should be part of any Covid-19 economic recovery strategies. 
 
The Town of Basalt is exploring environmentally-friendly ways to heat the new 
swimming pool.  One option is a solar thermal system with a storage tank, and 
backup electric heat pumps. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Heather encouraged all of the board members to fill out the Aquatic Master Plan 
survey and push for energy-efficient operations. 
 
DISCUSS HOW TO INTEGRATE ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS INTO NEW 
NORMAL AS A RESULT OF COVID-19 
Colin opened up the floor for board members to express any ideas or concerns that 
have been prompted due to the Covid-19 pandemic and resulting changes in how 
business is being conducted.  He also welcomed ideas for longer-term 
sustainability in the “New Normal” and how the EBoard might support the 
Carbondale Emergency Task Force. 
 
Heather indicated that she is a neighborhood liaison for the Emergency Task 
Force.  Because the task force has been fairly reactionary in terms of health safety, 
she wasn’t sure how it might integrate into the “New Normal.”  She was concerned 
about the volume of plastics being used because of the current take-out or delivery 
options available to restaurants. 
 
Sandy shared Heather’s concern, and feels like the plastics reduction initiative has 
been set back at least one year--restaurants are going to have to evolve from 
merely surviving to making a profit and thriving again before they will be in a place 
to consider the extra costs involved in using compostable items. 
 
Alyssa pointed out that funding for recycling in general may be diverted.  She 
suggested looking at supporting initiatives that are already in place, as well as 
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supporting smaller steps that can help maintain momentum towards plastics 
reduction.  She suggested that the EBoard bag fund might be used to help 
businesses purchase environmentally-friendly dinnerware for takeout options. 
 
Frosty shared his concern that attention has been diverted from climate change, 
and that messaging should capitalize on visible changes in air quality due to the 
reduction in driving.  He encouraged board members to attend Trustee meetings 
and maintain focus on plastics reduction and food security.  He also suggested that 
the EBoard support to Student Trustee on any climate issues. 
 
Summer would like to see the Emergency Task Force stay active indefinitely and 
focus on climate change and the economy.  He also mentioned that he is working 
on building an electric bike that can function as a cargo/people hauler, and would 
address Covid-19 concerns focused on moving people from one place to another 
and would help reduce reliance on vehicles for local deliveries. 
 
Pat felt like the current plastics reduction initiative might need to be tabled until 
businesses are financially stable again.  He suggested finding more light-hearted 
ways to bring focus to climate issues like promoting the pika—whose habitat is at 
risk as the planet warms—as the TOC animal, and the Dipper as the TOC bird. 
 
Heather picked up on Alyssa’s idea of providing some financial support to 
businesses as a way to balance the disparate costs between plastics and 
compostable dinnerware/compost service. 
 
Colin wondered about the logistics and budget of such a program, and cautioned 
that the Town Manager should be included in such a discussion before it goes too 
much further. 
 
Pat suggested that the EBoard could establish a program that awards and rewards 
businesses for doing the right thing, even under the current circumstances. 
 
UPDATE ON FOOD SECURITY EFFORTS AROUND COVID-19 
Colin pointed out that a number of people have been working on various aspects of 
food security and how the current situation has highlighted the need for locally 
available food.  He pointed out that the Emergency Task Force has created a food 
resiliency campaign with current information on getting a garden started 
(https://www.carbondalegov.org/CETF%20Food%20Resiliency%20Campaign). 
 
Heather indicated that the BOT is willing to work with groups interested in this 
topic, but they do need some direction.  She also pointed out that the BOT doesn’t 
control zoning and PUD covenants, but she encouraged anyone interested in this 
topic to build on what is already in place and successful. 
 
Alyssa asked if it was possible for the TOC to create a relationship agreement with 
local farmers and ranchers so that the food needs of the valley were addressed 
first, with any excess sold elsewhere. 

https://www.carbondalegov.org/CETF%20Food%20Resiliency%20Campaign
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Mark also suggested a change in the supply chain, so that food meant for the 
restaurants could be re-directed to the community when needed. 
 
STATUS OF PLASTIC REDUCTION EFFORTS 
Heather shared the LBA spreadsheet as an attachment to the packet.  LBA is 
currently in the first phase of the contract, which is the background research and 
comparable costs.  They are currently engaged in researching entities that are 
actively promoting plastics reductions and looking at initiatives that might be 
applicable in Carbondale.  They are also focusing efforts on where initiatives can 
come into play that will have the greatest impact on the waste stream.  This 
endeavor has a large education component and will need to provide good 
information on the economic impacts of reducing their reliance on plastics. 
 
The next phase of the project will be to identify stakeholders and how to get the 
information out to the community.  The question currently being considered is if 
and/or how much of the project to put on hold.  The current consensus on the BOT 
is that since the consultants are between Phase I and Phase II of the contract, it 
might be beneficial to wait a couple of months and see what happens with the 
Covid-19 situation. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Colin thought the LBA information is useful and can be referred to moving forward.  
He wants to be strategic with the next phase. 
 
Sandy agreed with Colin, and would like to see some type of reward for those 
businesses doing the right thing even in the midst of the current situation. 
 
Tamara also liked the idea of praise. 
 
Frosty also agreed, and would also like to recognize and/or reward businesses for 
doing the right thing. 
 
Pat also agreed with the other board members and would also like to see some 
type of reward or aid for businesses. 
 
LOVE ZERO WASTE SEARCH APP AND WEBSITE 
Alyssa provided a brief presentation on a new recycling app sponsored by 
Evergreen Zero Waste.  The app can be loaded onto a smartphone, and there are 
currently over 300 items that can be researched.  It is a live app, so the list is 
constantly being updated and is applicable throughout the Roaring Fork and 
Colorado River Valleys.  She is hoping to have a search engine box added to the 
EBoard website. 
   
DANDELION DAY PLANT SALE UPDATE 
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Natalie Rae was not in attendance, but Colin pointed out that Mana Foods has 
been hosting eight different plant vendors on different days.  The turnout has been 
amazing, with long lines on many of the days the vendors have been set up. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
The May 20, 2020, regular meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m. The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for June 22, 2020 at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


